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A NEW  GUY  DE  CHAULIAC  MS. 

By  J.  a.  NIXON,  M.B.,  F.R.C.P. 

Guy  de  Chauliac,  whose  book  on  surgery  exercised  so  great  an 
influence  in  Europe  for  several  hundred  years  after  his  death,  was  born 
shortly  before  a.d.  1300  in  the  village  of  Chaulhac  in  Auvergne. 

Very  little  information  exists  as  to  his  early  life.  He  studied  at 
Montpellier  and  had  for  his  master  Raymond  de  Molieres,  who  was 
Chancellor  of  the  University  in  1334.  Afterwards  he  became  the  pupil  of 
Bertrucci  at  Bologna,  and  later  made  his  way  to  the  University  of  Paris. 

For  many  years  he  practised  medicine  at  Lyon,  and  was  finally 
physician  to  the  Popes,  Clement  VI,  Innocent  VI,  and  Urban  V at 
Avignon.  Guy  de  Chauliac  was  a cleric  and  held  a canonry  and  prebend 
at  Rheims;  he  died  in  July,  1368. 

The  work  by  which  he  is  known  to  us  is  called  the  Cirurgia  Magna, 
and  it  remained  for  a long  while  the  standard  work  in  Europe  on  the  art 
of  surgery.  The  book  is  more  than  a mere  treatise  on  the  practice  of 
surgery  ; it  contains  all  the  scientific  knowledge  which  the  author  con- 
sidered should  belong  to  the  chirurgical  part  of  medicine.  It  was,  as  he 
calls  it,  a ‘ Collectorium  ’ or  compilation  from  almost  every  previous 
author. 

The  work  contains  a complete  treatise  on  anatomy  and  chapters  on 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  in  addition  to  the  purely  surgical 
portions,  as  we  should  now  regard  them. 

Besides  the  Cirurgia  Magna,  Guy  de  Chauliac  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  author  of  three  lesser  treatises,  all  of  which  are  believed  to  be  lost : 
De  astrologia,  De  subtilianti  dieta  (a  regimen  for  cataract,  written  for 
John,  King  of  Bohemia),  De  ruptura.  Nicaise  describes  the  following 
known  MSS.  of  the  Cirurgia  Magna  ; 

Latin  MSS.,  22  in  number  ; Proven?ale,  2 ; French,  4 ; English,  3 ; 
Italian,  i ; Hebrew,  i ; Dutch,  i ; also  7 fragments  in  MS. ; 4 commen- 
taries ; 5 abridged  versions ; 6 of  the  so-called  Cirurgia  Parva. 

In  the  magnificent  edition  of  Guy  de  Chauliac’s  Cirurgia  Magna  pub- 
lished in  1890  by  Professor  Nicaise,  the  bibliography  of  MSS.  and  printed 
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editions  of  the  works  of  this  founder  of  didactic  surgery  appeared  to  be 
complete  and  exhaustive.  So  that  when  Nicaise  mentioned  a treatise  on 
astrology  as  having  been  wTitten  by  Guy  de  Chauliac,  he  regretfully 
added,  ‘ ce  que  Guy  a ecrit  sur  ce  sujet  est  perdu,  il  n’en  existe  ni  ms.  ni 
imprim6.’ 

Nevertheless,  one  early  Latin  MS.  of  the  Cirurgia  Magna  had  escaped 
the  careful  inquiries  of  Nicaise. 

In  1615  Tobias  Mathew,  Archbishop  of  York,  presented  to  Bristol, 
his  native  city,  a portion  of  his  books  and  manuscripts.  A public  library, 
one  of  the  oldest  in  England,  had  been  founded  in  1614  by  Robert  Red- 
wood, who  gave  his  lodge  to  be  converted  into  a suitable  building  for  the 
purpose  of  a library.  Dr.  Tobias  Mathew  at  about  the  same  time  sup- 
ported Redwood’s  efforts  with  a gift  of  rare  manuscripts  and  incunabula, 
stipulating  that  they  should  be  preserved  ‘ for  the  free  use  of  the  merchants 
and  shopkeepers  of  the  city  ’. 

The  ‘ Mathew  Bequest  ’ has  survived  the  stormy  years  of  the  Civil  War, 
when  Bristol  was  more  than  once  besieged  ; it  has  also  survived  the 
indifference  and  carelessness  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  one  of 
the  Bristol  chroniclers  summed  up  the  rich  treasures  of  the  Free 
Library  in  a sentence  which  doubtless  represents  the  opinions  of  the 
time,  ' There  are  a few  MSS.  but  they  contain  nothing  of  interest  or 
curiosity.’ 

Among  the  treasures  thus  lightly  dismissed  there  exists  a fifteenth- 
century  MS.  on  paper  bearing  the  earliest  Bordeaux  water-mark.  The 
chief  part  of  this  MS.  consists  of  the  Cirurgia  Magna  of  Guy  de  Chauliac, 
complete,  intact,  almost  unsoiled,  beautifully  written,  and  carefully 
corrected  with  contemporary  marginal  glosses  where  the  copyist’s  render- 
ing is  incorrect  or  his  caligraphy  doubtful. 

The  volume  opens  with  a short  treatise  on  ' The  use  of  the  astrolabe  ’ 
{de  practica  astrolabii)  which  occupies  five  double  pages.  This  begins 
‘ Practica  astrolabii.  De  nominibus  instrumentorum  astrolabii  ’,  and 
deals  with  t'he  mechanism  of  the  astrolabe  and  the  art  of  locating  the 
stars  and  planets. 

After  this  ten  double  pages  are  left  blank. 

Then  comes  the  Cirurgia  Magna  in  full,  the  first  page  being  headed 
by  two  illustrations  in  grey-brown  ink  ; one  representing  a monk  handing 
a scroll  to  a nobleman  surrounded  by  his  retinue,  the  other,  the  monk 
working  at  his  desk  writing  the  scroll. 

The  writing  begins  in  red  ink  : 

In  dei  nomine  incipit  inventarium  seu  collectarium  in  parte  cirurgicali 
medicinal  compilatum  et  completum  anno  Domini  Millesimo  tricentesimo 
sexagesimo  tercio  per  Guidonem  de  Caulhiaco  Cirurgicum  Magistrum  in 
medicina  in  preclaro  studio  Montispessulani.  Quodquid  inventarium  seu 
collectarium  fecit  scribi  et  taliter  ordinari  venerabilis  vir  magister  lohannes 
Tourtier  Magister  in  Cirurgia  ad  requestarn  altissimi  excellentissimique 
et  potentis  principis  Domini  lohannis  ducis  de  Bedford  Regentis  regni 
Francie  »t  Protectoris  regni  Angliae  ; ’ 
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After  this  follows  in  black  the  usual  prologue  ' Postcjuam  primo 
gratias  egero  omnipotenti.’ 

The  seven  books,  each  prefaced  by  a short  description  of  its  contents, 
then  follow  without  omission  or  flaw.  At  the  beginning  of  each  book  are 


Fig.  2. 


miniatures  representing  v^arious  surgical  or  anatomical  subjects  different 
form  those  reproduced  in  Nicaise’s  edition  of  1890,  the  costumes  being  of 
an  earlier  date. 

It  is  believ'ed  that  tlie  monk  with  the  scroll  in  the  first  miniature  repre- 
sents Johannes Tourtier,  and  that  the  nobleman  receiving  the  scroll  is  John, 
Duke  of  Bedford.  At  the  end  of  the  sev^enth  book  the  following  colophon 
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is  appended:  ‘ Explicit  liber  peroptimus  de  cirurgiae  ditus  a Guidone  de 
Caulhiaco  magistro  in  medicina  et  cirurgia.’  This  colophon  is  interesting 
from  the  fact  that,  according  to  Nicaise,  it  only  occurs  in  this  form  in  one 
other  MS.,  namely,  that  in  the  British  Museum  (Sloane,  967),  where 

‘ doctore  ’ is  inserted  after  ' cirurgia  ’. 

The  Bristol  MS.  dates  from  between  the  year  1420,  when  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  became  regent  of  France,  and  the  year  of  his  death,  1435. 

The  distinguishing  feature,  howev«r,  of  the  Bristol  MS.  lies  in  a short 
treatise  which  continues  after  the  colophon.  Immediately  and  without 
any  break  in  the  writing,  without  even  beginning  a fresh  column,  there 
follows  a treatise  on  astrology,  commencing  thus  : ‘ Circa  istam  materiam 
est  intelligendum  pro  natura  dierum  creticorum.  The  first  part  of  this 
treatise  lays  down  certain  general  considerations  of  the  influence  of  the 
planets,  constellations,  and  stars.  Diseases  are  said  to  be  of  two  kinds, 
chronic  and  acute.  Those  of  a chronic  nature  are  ruled  by  the  move- 
ments of  the  sun,  those  of  an  acute  nature  by  the  movements  of  the  moon. 
There  are  many  references  to  the  ‘ Wise  Egyptians  ’ as  the  source  of 
astrological  knowledge. 

The  next  section  deals  with  the  twelve  constellations  or  signs  of  the 
Zodiac.  They  are  described  in  order  and  their  qualities  and  properties 
catalogued  according  to  a definite  plan,  thus  : 

‘ Primum  Signum  Zodiac!  est  Aries  a quo  incipiunt  omnes  operationes, 
et  est  calidse  et  siccae  condicionis  et  est  signum  mobile,  masculinum. 
Cuius  oppositum  est  Libra  et  habet  aspectum  ad  totum  caput  et  collum.’ 

‘ Secundum  Signum  est  Taurus  frigidae  et  siccae  condicionis  et  est  Signum 
stabile  femininum  tamen  cuius  oppositum  Scorpio  et  habet  aspectum  ad 
collum  et  ad  spatulas,’  and  so  on  through  the  twelve  signs  of  the  Zodiac, 
each  governing  some  particular  portion  of  the  body. 

This  section  closes  with  the  sentence  ‘ et  est  intelligendum  quod 
quodlibet  signum  habet  triginta  gradus  et  ita  in  toto  Zodiaco  sunt  360 
gradus’. 

Next  the  planets  are  described  : ‘ Planetae  autem  erraticae  sunt 
septem.  Primus  est  Saturnus  Vitae  contrarius  maJevolus  frigidae  et 
siccae  condicionis  tardi  motus  qui  habet  aspectum  ad  Viros  magistros,' 
&c. 

Each  planet  is  situated  alternately  in  one  of  two  constellations, 
according  to  seasonal  variation.  These  constellations  are  known  respec- 
tively as  the  ‘ first  ’ and  ‘ second  ’ house  of  the  planet.  Thus  the  ‘ first 
house  ’ of  Saturn  is  capricornus,  the  second  aquarius.  The  malevolent 
disposition  of  Saturn  is  modified  according  to  the  ‘ house  ’ occupied. 

The  planets  not  only  affect  throughout  life  such  persons  as  come  by 
nativity  under  their  influence,  but  they  also  govern  the  success  of  certain 
treatments  such  as  phlebotomy,  or  the  prognosis  of  certain  diseases  or 
injuries.  It  is  said  for  example  of  the  Moon  : 

‘ Si  quis  Vulneratus  fuit  in  collo  luna  existente  in  Tauro  periculosus 
erit  morbus.’ 
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The  wind  is  the  subject  of  a short  description  which  begins  ‘ Ventus 
est  Vapor  siccus  ab  inferioribus  resolutus  ad  superioribus  ascendens’. 

Tile  fixed  stars  such  as  Pleiades  possess  certain  powers,  while  the 
properties  of  drink,  sleep,  and  moderate  coitus  are  also  mentioned. 

Lastly,  four  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  prognostication  of  diseases  in 
the  four  seasons,  spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter  ; and  the  efficacy 
of  remedies  appropriate  to  the  seasons. 

The  treatise  occupies  seven  double  pages,  and  closes  abruptly  after 
mentioning  the  value  of  many  plants  ‘ et  sic  de  aliis,  et  sic  prognoscabitur. 
Si  deus  Voluefit  explicit  ’. 

There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  this  ‘ Astrologia  ’ is  by  another 
author  than  Guy  de  Chauliac.  This  is  undoubtedly  not  an  example  of 
the  common  practice  of  binding  several  MS.  treatises  together,  for  the 
reason  that  the  writing  is  continuous  from  the  end  of  the  Cirurgia  Magna. 

There  is  another  treatise  included  in  this  MS.  which  comes  after  the 
‘ Astrologia  ’ and  is  separated  from  it  by  several  blank  pages.  This  is 
the  ‘ Centilogium  of  Tholomeus  ’ as  shown  by  its  opening  phrase,  ‘ Wa  seu 
sentencia  tholomei  in  suo  centilogio  ’. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  Latin-English  glossary  in  the  same  hand- 
writing as  that  of  the  ‘ Practica  astrolabii  ’ completes  the  volume. 

The  whole  MS.  seems  to  originate  from  the  time  when  John,  Duke  of 
Bedford,  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  English  in  France  after  the  death 
of  Henry  W It  was  in  these  wars  that  Joan  of  Arc  successfully  resisted 
the  English  arms,  and  it  was  from  these  wars  that  the  organization  of 
military  surgery  gave  so  great  an  impetus  to  the  profession  of  surgery 
in  England. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  at  the  instance  of  his 
principal  surgeons,  Thomas  Morstede  and  Nicholas  Colnet,  ordered  this 
copy  of  Guy  de  Chauliac’s  Cirurgia  Magna  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  surgeons  of  his  army.  But  of  the  subsequent  history  of  this  MS.  until 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  Tobias  Mathew;  Archbishop  of  York,  some 
two  hundred  years  later,  nothing  is  known. 
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